INDIA ENERGY FORUM
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Held on 13th January, 2008 at 11.30 AM

CSIR Centre, Lodhi Road, New Delhi – 110 003

AGENDA

1. Passing the minutes of the last AGM

2. Address by the President

3. Report on the activities during the year by the Secretary General

4. Report on the Accounts by the Treasurer
5. Amendment to the Rules & Regulations
6. Election of the new Board of Management
7. Future Programme

8. Appointment of Auditors

9. Any other item

The meeting was very well attended by members, (list enclosed) which is indicative of the increasing interest and involvement of the members. The meeting was followed by a family Get-together in which spouses participated in large numbers.

Agenda Item No. 1

Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting were passed unanimously.

Agenda Item No.  2
The President, Mr. P.S. Bami welcomed the members and thanked them for their cooperation in making the year so successful. Full text of the President’s address is attached.

Agenda Item No. 3 : Secretary General Report on  Activities

Secretary General Mr. Amarjit Singh in his report gave details of the various events & activities of the Forum during the year and said that the year was eventful and constructive. Our activities have increased substantially. All our events were highly successful and we developed useful linkages with some reputable organizations particularly ORF. Our publications INDIA ENERGY YEAR BOOK and Bimonthly TOTAL ENERGY were very well received and many letters of appreciation were received.  Some of these communications are reproduced in the report. He, however, mentioned that more support and cooperation from the members is needed to meet the demand of the increased activities. A copy of the Report is enclosed.

Agenda Item No. 4 : Accounts

The Treasure Mr. Y.R. Mehta informed the members that the financial position of the forum is healthy. The reserves have increased. The accounts for this year are at Annexed 2.  

Agenda Item No. 5 : Amendments to the Rules & Regulations

Before the election of the Board of Management, Mr. R.V. Shahi made a suggestion to the incoming Board. He suggested that in view of the excellent work done by the out going office bearers, their term of office should be extended by one year.
Members supported this idea but it was felt that the best way to do this will be by amending the clause 14A of Rules & Regulations. The following amendment was suggested:
Clause 14A: “All the above office bearers would be elected for a period of one year.  They would however, be eligible for re-election for two more terms of one year each”.

The resolution was moved by Mr. R.M. Sodhi and seconded by Mr. B. Bhambhani.  The resolution was passed unanimously.

The Secretary General informed the members that 22 nominations were received including 6 from Associate Members.  According to the By laws only two members can be elected.  In the past because of the lack of sufficient number of nominations more than two associate members were elected to the board.  It was agreed that two of the current associate 6 nominees should be persuaded to withdraw.

The other 16 members were elected unanimously.  A list of elected members is attached.

Agenda Item No. 6 :– Programme for 2008

The Secretary General presented a list of proposed programmes during 2008, a copy attached. He also mentioned that successful programme of Urja Vichar Manch meetings will continue. Another new areas will be exhibitions and national and international linkages.  This was followed by discussion.

Mr. K.L. Chugh suggested that we should focus on exhibitions and a small sub-committee be formed to consider the issue in detail.

Another suggestion was that we should give more emphasis to renewables and climate change.  Holding Non-Fossil Summit in conjunction with the Power forum dilutes the focus on renewables.  We should try to hold these conferences as independent events.  The suggestion was widely supported by the members.

Mr. R.V. Shahi stressed the need for strengthening our financial base.  We suggested that we should fix targets for the next 4 to 5 years and monitor achievements.  We should try to get greater support from leading private and public sector players.

Mr. R.K. Jain suggested that we should have greater interaction with state chambers and similar organizations.

Mr. Y.K. Sehgal, Power Grid suggested that we should consider issues of open access.

Another suggestion was that we should target programmes on the interests and issue of individual states.

A suggestion was made that we should publish a categorywise directory of members.

Mr. A.K. Sah suggested that we should try to get more research assignments.

It was agreed that all these suggestions should be presented to the New Board.

Agenda Item No. 7 : Appointment of Auditor
This reappointment of auditors N.D. Kapur & Co. was approved. It was agreed that their remuneration be increased by 10%.

Agenda Item No. 8 – Any Other Business

a)
Bank Accounts 

The bank account should be maintained as before. We should try to get better returns on our investments.  
b) 
Strengthening Eastern India Chapter
A proposal from Mr. Das Gupta was presented.  It was agreed that the Board could sanction this.

c)
Membership
It was stressed that we should have try to increase our membership by enrolling the new sectoral private players.
The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the chair.

Amarjit Singh
(Secretary General)
